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Transmit the following in

(Type in plain text or code)

PT

f : had been fellow passenger on PAA flight Miami to Havana

about 12/6/59. Did not know name or other identity but .
recalled he had been met by someone at plane at time dis-/
embarked, was escorted aside from other passengers. This&\
was last and only time she saw him. — .

3

‘ Later during interview TAAFFE asked Agents if they
}'had photo of de CASTRO. Photo pointed out to her from
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/ TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (105-84265)
3“ .
FROM: SAC, MIAMI (105-2307) -
p j I BRI L :
JUAN FERNANDEZ DE CASTRO-RODRIGUEZ; ET AL; © ' ' <\,
ROLANDO MASFERRER ROJAS - VICTIM Ll HERE SHOR
KIDNAPING =ICONSPTRAEY; IS - CUBA _
(00: Miami)
| 2zls
crLASS. & EXT.\BE3e( Bad\ et
REASOK-FCIM I 1-2.4.2 X
ReBuairtels 2/4,8/60.0 DATE OF REVIEW\ . %3141
\ !
‘ On 2/10/60, group of 7 photos were shown to Mrs.
g CATHERINE TAAFFE by SAs ROBERT JAMES DWYER and GEORGE E.
. DAVIS at McAllister Hotel, Miami, where TAAFFE now residing.
E' Included in group of photos was one of JUAN FERNANDEZ DE
! CASTRO RODRIGUEZ. Fronts of photos did not reveal identities
\ of persons pictured. o '
)Y TAAFFE selected photo of de CASTRO as man who

among those already examined. Sheexpressed surprise, ¢4 { )
Lo, | . A f»” ;5.‘“ By g fby' o G‘ 4’: 2 f; é E
= } LR AL o S A 2PN T T P
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o S Special Agéntin Chdrge CONFIDN ‘ﬁAL}" CEy

HW 54460 DocId:32330439 Page 2



=

i : Ceh&tﬂxﬂ“ |
| % e RIS ' @ ’ B O
'b??ff ﬁm.105523071_:hs;;1i

'.statlng she had not recognlzed 1t in comparlson to photo of
.~ him she had seen in newspaper following his arrest. She

- then exclaimed she had seen de CASTRO at Hilton Hotel,
j',Havana, on one or more occasioms in .1/60 between 10th and’
" 15th: - She observed JORGE VALDES talk to de CASTRO after -
'tVALDES excused himself from her company in lobby of hotel

. on. pretext of having to make telephone call. Said she had
.. never met de CASTRO and his name not mentioned to her by

. ]_fVALDES or anyone else in Havana°

. N . DT . P
B T L et . .

3 ‘ On 2/9/60 Sgt HILLMAN, Dade Co. Ja11 Miami,
telephonlcally advised de CASTRO requested him to notify
‘SA GEORGE E. DAVIS he wanted to talk to him. On same day
.| SAs DAVIS and WILLIAM B. HOLLOMAN interviewed de CASTRO
|- . who related he was desirous of pleading nolo contendere as
: ~ soon as pOSSlble and his new attorney, HENRY CARR, also favored
, X this plea. ' De CASTRO expressed hope his hearing could be

scheduled/for 2/12/60 as his brother, ARTURO, of Havana,
‘would be in Miami that date. He belleves VALDES also de=
\31res to plead nolo contendere

. . SAs HOLLOMAN and DAVIS took opportunity to questlon
;;de CASTRO further re this matter. He reiterated circumstances,
: previously reported by this office, under which he had been v
'sent to Miami by EFIGENIO AMEIJEIRAS, Chief, Natl Revolutienary
.. Police of Cuba, with instructions to contact VALDES and work '
“ with him on a job. Said this 'was his first assignment after
" being recruited into "Confidential A" section of Police by E
- .. FERNANDO FUENTES COBA Chief of. that sectlon° De CASTRO was
'named assistant to COBA. ' : =

S Related he was not brlefed by either AMEIJEIRAS or
vj,COBA or by VALDES ' as to nature of assignment and did not

know it involved kldnaplng plot untll he contacted VALDES in
'“ Miaml ’ .
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A . De. CASTRD sald no one mentioned to him name of
‘va'CATHERINE TAAFFE or any other woman: prior his departure
S 3-'1/27/60 for. Mlaml.i Immediately after being released by :
+- ,-INS, Miami, on late afternoon 1/27/60 he contacted SA DAVIS
“oo by phone-, Immedlately thereafﬁérz he phoned VALDES at Miami
o Internatlonal ‘Airport Hotel. VALDES told him to call back .
=t at 7300 P, M ‘Then went to home of uncle, ARTURO FERNANDEZ
.~ “de CASTRO. At 7:00 .phoned VALDES who 1nstructed him to come
SRR 1o the hotel. Proceeded immediately by taxi to hotel where .
"fhe met VALDES ' ‘ _ ,

S s VALDES then briefed him- and for flrst time he
S 1earned thlS ‘was kidnaping plot agalnst ROLANDO MASFERRER
o Alsoy for' first tlme, he learrned a woman was involved. o
y _e,“VALDES told him an American woman arranged for them to meet
.. a Miami pollceman at the Botel that evening. WNo other
o reference made to ‘this woman; her name not dlsclosed by :
e VALDES | S

];l fﬁ,Q$f- o J*L > After VALDES and de CASTRO arrested and placed
'w“b”?{;iﬁgln Jail VALDES claimed to de CASTRO that this same woman

s dlso. arranged for a boat in Miami, an American boat captain, -
.. and another man to transport MASFERRER out. of Miami in .
””fx‘connectlon w1th the kldnaplng :

Ll Del CASTRD said that on 2/8/60 hlS brother, ARIURO \
;{j..FERNANDEZ de CASTRO, of Havana, visited him in jail.  ARTURO
{;f;told him the father of VALDES dlsclosed to him the American

S woman ‘who figured in this matter was CATHERINE TAAFFE. ,Sald
"Q{thls was flrst tlme he ever heard her name,, o

',;Lg.m,, Upon return L to cell he- questloned VALDES about
N :TAAFFEQ VALDES said he ‘first met her in Cuba in connection’
LoD widith sugar business. long time ago. Described her as woman.
[~ " _who-has many friends who are big people and that she only:
N *j”lzjhad to gelephone them: to get thlngs done

Bl
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De CASTRO sai.d VALDES also told h1m in Jall that

S whole plan in. this case ‘was hls 1dea°

Noted de CASTRO has con31stently adhered to same

tii;fbastc story ~ Has record of previous reliability in his deal-
;. ..ing with this office:. Miami of oplnion de CASTRO has been
;‘substantlally factual and truthful in this matter. Believed

h?'he has-acted in. good faith with the Bureau and will not =

”;7v1olate Bureau's. confldence - It is also felt thls incident

?ﬁmay enhance his positlon in ”Confldentlal A" of the Police.
Itvis obvious,)of course, the Cuban Govt cannot edmlt eoma_
}ﬁp11c1ty in- thlS conspiracy S

On 2/11/60 TAAFFE furnlshed 31gned statement in

5wh1ch she states plot to kidnap MASFERRER was conceived by

NVALDES, and discussed with her in Havana in 1/60. - Said

.:*plan presented ‘to an. aidtto RAUL CASTRO by VALDES and thlS”

aide agreed. kldnaplng of MASFERRER would be good idea and

'g,}j;sald $50 000. could -be allocated for plan. VALDES asked
v'j{TAAFFE if. she would contact Capt:. LEE NAPIER of Miami PD and
' - see 1f: he- would assist’ them. -Said conversations with VALDES
in“Havana .re this matter extended about 1/5-13/60. TAAFFE
‘claimed she was never in favor of plan to. kldnap MASFERRER -
;]and suggested the Cuban Govt. use diplomatic measmures to brlng
1" MASFERRER back to Cuba. After plan deve loped suff1c1ent1y,
|- she then. thought plan ¢ould be handled in such a way that
CFIDEL CASTRO would get beached on some Bahama island; MASFERRER
- would” not be there, -and- BrltlSh antl U.S. Govts would be
ﬂenotlfied and this would have been excellent opportunity to
@jembarrass Cuban Govt.-_ ;, _ _ .

Judging from all evedence developed in thlS case,e

1.‘f;;it appears info:furnished: to’ “American Embassy by Sgt. -
. ti[;FERNANDO FUENTES COBA has 1itt1e,,if any, basis in fact and
il only attempt to hlde complic1ty of Cuban ‘Govt. in thlS.
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